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The communication filed on April 22, 2005 is not deemed to be fully responsive to the 
Office action dated March 25, 2005 because this communication fails to comply with all of the 
requirements contained in said Office action. The previous Office action contains a requirement 
for Applicants to elect a single disclosed iron species (see page 3, hnes 4 and 12). The above 
noted communication fails to do so, and is therefore non-responsive. 

Applicants argue that "it is not possible to elect between Fe(II) and Fe(III), as both are 
part of the Fenton reaction and one cannot be eliminated therefrom" (page 2, last 4 lines of the 
above noted communication). This argument is not understood, since it is clearly possible to 
specify whether the sorbent material is amended with ferrous or ferric iron (see claims 2 and 15), 
or with chelated iron (see claim 18). Similarly, it is clearly possible to specify whether the 
composition added includes ferrous or ferric iron (see claim 7). If, instead. Applicants are 
attempting to admit on the record that all of the disclosed iron species are not patentably distinct 
fi'om one another, and that if the examiner finds one of the recited iron species then the 
remaining iron species are obvious thereover, then this portion of the election of species 
requirement will be withdrawn. 

Since the above noted communication appears to be bona fide. Applicant is given ONE 
(1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, 
within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment of the 
application. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to I. Cintins whose telephone number is 571-272-1 155. The 
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examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Duane Smith, can be reached at 571-272-1 166. 

The centralized facsimile number for the USPTO is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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